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   Adjournment of the Sixty-Eighty General Assembly is swiftly approaching. As during his first year, Governor Hickenlooper has already signed a number of bills with no vetoes as of live time, but many, many await action by the legislature. 
Senate Bill 12-163:  Senator Shawn Mitchell (R-Adams, Broomfield, Weld) is fondly referred to as the “dinosaur” down at the Capitol, partly due to some of his views being a little old hat and staunchy, but also due to his number of years served in the legislature (6 in the House and now term-limited in the Senate). Mitchell has also been an adamant and much needed opponent of eminent domain. 
   Mitchell openly speaks of his very personal interest in SB 163 – a brother whose life has been wrecked by drug addiction. SB 163 reduces the crime classification and penalties for certain drug-related offenses involving unlawful possession: 
	4 grams or less of flunitrazepam, ketamine or any schedule I or II substance – reduced from a class 6 felony (1 year to 18 months in prison, fine of $1,000 to $100,000)) to a class 1 misdemeanor (6 to 18 months in a county jail, fine of $500 to $5,000 or both);

more than 4 grams of flunitrazepam, ketamine or any schedule I or II substance – reduced from a class 4 felony (2 to 6 years in prison, fine of $2,000 of $500,000) to a class 6 felony (1 year to 18 months in prison, fine of $1,000 to $100,000 or both); 
	2 grams or less of methamphetamine – reduced from class 6 felony (1 year to 18 months in prison, fine of $1,000 to $100,000) to class 1 misdemeanor (6 to 18 months in a county jail, a fine of $500 to $5,000 or both); and
more than 2 grams of methamphetamine – reduced from a class 4 felony (2 to 6 years in prison, a fine of $2,000 to $500,000, or both) to a class 6 felony (1 years to 18 months in prison, a fine of $1,000 to $100,000, or both). 
   The legislative declaration of SB 163 states that (a) “Colorado drug policy and public safety would be improved by better differentiating between drug offenders who are primarily users and addicts and those more serious offenders who engage in the crimes of distribution, manufacturing and trafficking of drugs;” and (b) “For those drug offenders who are primarily users and addicts, focusing efforts and funding on supervision and treatment in the community would be a more effective use of resources than the current system of escalating punishments that often result in a prison sentence.” 
   The bill also provides for post-enactment review of the act and for report of the conclusions to the Judiciary Committee of the House and Senate or any successor committees, providing information on the impact of SB 163 on jail populations in the state, based on offenders receiving jail (county) sentences that, under current law, would have been prison sentences when the offenses were felonies. 
   Term-limited Mitchell may be looking on SB 163 as his legacy, but he will also be remembered for his very dedicated work against abuses in the use of eminent domain.
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 12-163:  Senators Shawn Mitchell, R-Adams, Broomfield, Weld, 866-4876, and Pat Steadman, R-Arapahoe, 866-4861; and Representatives Don Beezley, R-Adams, Boulder, Broomfield, Weld, 866-4667, and Claire Levy, D-Boulder, Clear Creek and Gilpin, 866-2578. 
Senate Bill 12-155:  The bill clarifies “procedures to protect transparency in elections while preserving the integrity of ballots in connection with a request for public inspection of ballots under the ‘Colorado Open Records Act.’” 
   SB 155 imposes a stay period during which a designated election official cannot grant “requests to publicly inspect ballots or ballot images that arise out of any election in the state for the 45-day period immediately preceding an election, and concluding on the date by which the abstract of votes for the election in question must be certified.” 
   The prohibition to inspection does not apply to a recount, and “persons interested in the recount may witness the handling of ballots involving in the recount.” 
   SB 155 also includes language that reassures the secrecy and integrity of a voter’s ballot, and “simply shifts the allowable inspection period to before and after the stay period,” stating that: 
	election records and ballots are available at all times other than the stay period;
	election records and ballots are to remain in the custody of the election officials at all times; 

records are to be covered or redacted so as to protect an elector’s identity; 
special care be given to protect the privacy of electors within discrete groups who are more susceptible of being personally identified (e.g., military and overseas electors and voters in overlapping districts resulting in a pool of less than 10 voters); and
ballots may be randomly presented, at the discretion of the election official, for inspection as a means of protecting certain elector’s privacy. 
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 12-155:  Senators Rollie Heath, D-Boulder, 866-4872, and Jean White, R-Eagle, Garfield, Jackson, Moffat, Rio Blanco, Routt, 866-5292; and Representatives Lois Court, D-Arapahoe, Denver, 866-2967, and Carole Murray, R-Douglas, Teller, 866-2948. 
House Bill 12-1110:  Any person who has purchased property paid for an appraisal to value property for lending purposes. HB 1110 is meant to “promote enhanced consumer protection.” Under current Colorado law, appraisal management companies (AMC) are not regulated, but “recently adopted federal guidelines now require mortgage lenders to use entities known as appraisal management companies which hire licensed real estate appraisers to value property for lending purposes. 
   HB 1110 sets forth the requirements for appraisal management companies and establishes a licensure program in the Division of Real Estate in the Department of Regulatory Agencies. 
   A controlling appraiser in an appraisal management company must be designated to be responsible for the licensed activities of the company, and that controlling appraiser or principal owners must submit to and pay for a fingerprint-based criminal history background check and disclose past disciplinary actions. 
   An interesting but unusual aspect of the State and Local Impact Analysis was disclosed under “Departmental Differences.”  “The Division of Real Estate in the Department of Regulatory Agencies has estimated that IT costs to implement the bill are $400,000.00 . . . The fiscal impact note rejects the $400,000.00 IT estimate, and instead defaults to the original analysis and estimate of $100,000.00.” 
   The Colorado Legislative Council Staff questioned the 300 percent increase in IT costs, pointing out that an analysis prepared in 2009 for a similar bill, SB 09-077, estimated IT costs at $100,000.00. No explanation for such increase was offered by the division or the vendor, according to the fiscal impact analysis. 
   The appropriations section of HB 1110 was amended and the bill passed by the full House on a vote of 35-29. 
Sponsors of House Bill 12-1110:  Representative Angela Williams, D-Denver, 866-2909; and Senator Morgan Carroll, D-Arapahoe, 866-4879. 
The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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